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m THE CLAIIIiWS 

Please consider the claims as follows: 
8, (Currently amended) In an infomiatlon distribution system including 
provider equipment and subscriber equipment, said provider equipment 
communicating to said subscriber equipment information streams including 
content requested by said subscriber equipment, an apparatus comprising: 

a session manager, for interacting witin said subscriber equipment and 
maintaining a playlist. said playllst defining at least one content stream to be 
provided to said subscriber equipment, said olavirs t further identrfying reverse 
and fast-fonward streams associated with said at least on e content stream: 

a server, for storing content streams; and 

a server controller[[.l] for retrieving from said server^ content streams 
defined by said playlist. said content streams being sequentially provided to said 

subscribe r eouipment : 

said session manager modifying said playlist in response to playlist 
modification commands received from said subscriber equipment. 

9. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein: 

said modification commands comprise at least one of an add command, a 
^jgl^te command, a skip forward command, a skip backwards command, a fast 
fonward command and a rewind command; 

1 0. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein: 

said session manager, in response to said add command and said delete 
command, respectively adding or deleting a subscriber-indicated content stream 
from said playlist. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein: 

said session manager, in response to said skip forward command and 
said skip backwands command, causing said server controller to begin providing 
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to said subscriber equipment, respectively, a next content stream or a previous 
content stream within said playlisL 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 9. wherein e och content 
;; tr c 3m defined by gaid pinylint h^'^ nmnHntnrt xArith it a fast forward otroam anda 
fact rowlnd otroam, and whorein : 

said session manager, in response to said fast forward command and said 
rewind command, causing said server controller to begin providing to said 
subscriber equipment, respectively, said fast fonvard stream or said fast rewind 
stream associated with a presently provided content stream 

1 3. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 8. wherein: 

said server controller, in response to a remaining portion of a provided 
content stream being below a threshold level, communicating a termination 
notification to said session rnanager. 

14. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein: 

said session manager, In response to said termination notification, 
communicating to said ser/er controller a next content stream to be provided to 
said subscriber equipment. 

1 5. (Cun^ently amended) The meth ^aoparatus of claim 8, wherein said 
sen/er comprises a plurality of sen/ers, each of said plurality of servers storing at 
least a respective portion of the content streams available to a subscriber, said 
server controller causing eai4 a transport processor to receive a substantially 
continuous stream of content for each active subscriber regardless of the server 
presently storing that content. 

16. (Cun^ntly Amended) In an information dlstn"bution system including 
provider equipment and subscriber equipment, said provider equipment 
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communicating content to said subscriber equipment via a distribution network, a 
provider method comprising the steps of; 

establishing a session with a subscriber; 

generating a playlist for said subscriber if a playlist does not presently 
exist, said playlist determining a sequence of content streams to be retrieved 
from a server and coupled to a transport processor for distribution to said 
subscriber via said distribution network, said olavlist further identifying reverse 
and fast-fonward streams associated with said conten t streams: 

in the case of said subscriber transmitting a playlist modification 
command, modifying said playlist In response to said playlist modification 
command: 

in the case of said subscriber transmitting a content stream modification 
command, modifying said content stream In response to said content stream 
modification command; 

cloo i ng a procont cont e nt stream to be rotri o vod f r om a sen/or and 
provided to a t ransport procesQor, said tra as port procosoor ins e rting ss iri d p re s en t 
conte n t into a trans pe rt str e am bo i ng - prov i d e d to-s ai d GubGCrib or v i a a 
distribution network; 

detemiining a next content stream to be provided to said subscriber from 

said playlist : an4 

closina a present content stream being retrieved from a sever and 

provided to said transport: processor: and 

communicating said next content stream to be provided to said server to a 
sen/er controller, said server controller responsively causing said next content 
stream to be provided to said transport processor upon the termination of the 
present content stream provided to said transport processor. 

17, (Previously presented) The method of claim 16, wherein: 

said modification commands comprise at least one of an add command, a 
delete command, a skip fonA^ard command, a skip backwards command, a fast 
forward command and a rewind command. 
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1 8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 17, further comprising the 
step of: 

adding or deleting a subscriber-indicated content stream from said playlist 
in response to, respectively, said add command and said delete command. 

19. (Cun^ntly Amended) The method of claim 1 8, whor oi n each cont e nt 
- trcjm defin e d by -^id ptnyirt nr^nnntPri ^^ith i t a fact fonward ctroam and a 
fnot rovyind otroam. oaid mothod further comprising the step of: 

in response to said fast foiward command and said rewind command, 
causing said server controller to begin providing to said subscriber equipment, 
respectively, said fast forward stream or said fast rewind stream associated with 
a presently provided content stream 

20. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 6, wherein: 

in response to a remaining portion of a provided content stream being 
below a threshold level, communicating a temfiination notification to said session 
manager. 



@|010 



21 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 20, wherein: 

said session manager, in response to said temriination notification, 
communicating to said server controller a next content stream to be provided to 
said subscriber equipment 
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